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This report describes engagement of the Work Group for Community
Health and Development at the University of Kansas in pursuing its
mission of collaborative research, teaching, and public service. In
research, this team uses capabilities for community measurement
to help discover factors and conditions that affect community
change and improvement. In teaching and training, it prepares
new generations of leadership for collaborative research and community practice. As part of its public service mission, the team
serves as home base for the Community Tool Box, the largest Web
resource of its kind for community building. This work reflects the
two-fold aim of engaged scholarship: to contribute to understanding about what affects community health and development and to
apply that knowledge to assure conditions that promote well-being
for all those living in our communities.
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Our communities face a variety of issues, such as chronic diseases or substance
abuse, that affect health and human development. For those groups at social
disadvantage, there are also great disparities: people living in communities
with less wealth, greater exposure to risks, and limited power and resources
are far more likely to experience adverse outcomes.
What roles can a university partner play? How can we engage with
communities to help understand and improve efforts—locally, nationally, and
globally?
Our Work Group for Community Health and Development at the
University of Kansas (http://communityhealth.ku.edu) has grappled with
these questions since its inception in 1975. We came together as a collection
of learners and doers from multiple disciplines—including behavioral science, public health, community psychology, anthropology, education, and
urban planning. We share a commitment to social justice and an appreciation
for collaborative efforts that are systematic and can be scaled up to match
the level of need.
The KU Work Group’s mission is to promote community health and development through collaborative research, teaching, and public service. In research,
we aim to contribute to understanding about factors and conditions that affect
community change and improvement. Through our research projects, we
help extend the knowledge base of what works in creating conditions for
improved outcomes and greater equity. In teaching and training, we enhance
knowledge and skills in collaborative research and community practice.
Through our graduate and undergraduate teaching, we aim to assure new
generations of people passionate about and competent in this work.
Through the public service aspect of our mission, we hope to further widespread adoption and effective use of promising approaches for building healthy
communities. By developing Web-based resources, we have been able to share
and exchange innovations in a national and global community of practice.
This work has been made possible by two primary capabilities of the KU
Work Group: community measurement and capacity building. Beginning in
1990, the KU team developed a community measurement system for systematically documenting community changes—new or modified programs, policies, and practices—brought about by collaborative efforts to improve community outcomes. This community measurement approach has been used
extensively in local, state and national projects; including in the Healthy
Communities Study, a National Institutes of Health (NIH)/National Heart, Lung,
and Blood Institute (NHLBI) study of how communities shape children’s health
in over 200 communities. The KU Work Group’s capability for capacity building is best represented by the Community Tool Box (http://ctb.ku.edu/), the
largest resource of its kind for community building—now accessed in multiple
languages by over 2 million people in over 200 countries.
These capabilities have permitted work with an array of local, national,
and global partners. For instance, community measurement undergirds our
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engagement as scientific and evaluation partners in many local and multisite
projects. The KU Work Group’s designation in 2004 as a World Health
Organization Collaborating Centre for Community Health and Development
came as a direct result of this mix of capabilities, especially the potential of
the Community Tool Box as a global resource for capacity building.
None of this work would be possible without relationships with partners
with whom we learn and contribute. These include generations of colleagues in our center and in professional networks such as the Society for
Community Research and Action, the American Public Health Association,
and the World Health Organization (WHO) network of collaborating centers. Particularly important have been relationships with partners in local
communities working to promote health and wellbeing and social justice.
We maintain our efforts to learn and contribute through support from grant
making partners including governmental agencies, such as the National
Institutes of Health and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
and private foundations. One particular grant, an endowment from the
Kansas Health Foundation, has helped sustain the KU Work Group’s efforts
since the 1990s.
This themed issue of the Journal of Prevention & Intervention in the
Community features some recent participatory research and capacity-building
efforts of the KU Work Group. It illustrates how university and community
partners can work together to contribute to understanding and improvement
with a variety of issues facing communities. We see how capabilities for community measurement and capacity building can play a role in advancing and
integrating research, teaching, and public service.
With the privileges of a university base comes a corresponding duty:
contributing to understanding about what affects community health and
development and applying that knowledge to change conditions and improve
outcomes. Scientific methods, including that of participatory research, can
help us unlock these secrets. Capacity-building approaches, including Webbased assistance, can help us assure free access to knowledge and technical
support. Social justice requires that we apply and make available what we
learn—in local communities, and throughout the world.

